
@ The Historic San Clemente Cottage on the coastal bluffs of San Clemente

Thursday, November 11, 2021
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

& Inaugural Festival of Trees

P R E S E N TS

This inaugural event will highlight and recognize women in our programs, our frontline 
staff, and in our community. Led by Pooja Bhalla, DNP, RN, Illumination Foundation’s 

Executive Director of  Healthcare Services, this promises to be a day of  inspiration, 
enlightenment, and celebration. Dr. Bhalla will illuminate the growing number of  

women experiencing homelessness in our communities:

In  Illumination Foundation's programs alone:
The number of  women has increased 134% in the last three years

The number of  single moms has increased 114% in the last three years
The number of  women fleeing domestic violence has increased 88% in the last three years.

The number of  senior women (62+) has increased 188% in the last three years.

Please see page four for ticket and sponsorship information. Click here for more sponsorship and ticket info.

https://givebutter.com/IFLuncheon


K A R I N A  T A R S A D I A

Karina Tarsadia, the founder of  Karina’s Backpack 
Project (KBP), began her project at age 14 in 2018 to 
celebrate the back-to-school experience and equip young 
students with the necessary supplies to begin the school 
year. Karina was inspired to create the Backpack Project 
after having the opportunity to do service trips in places 
like India, Cambodia, and Africa through her family’s 
Foundation, the Tarsadia Foundation. With the emphasis 
her family placed on education and putting her best foot 
forward, she created the Backpack Project to help other 
young students feel equipped with the materials they 
needed to put their best foot forward in school.

In the first year of  KBP in 2019, Karina’s effort helped provide 5,500 backpacks with school 
supplies, groceries, haircuts and food to students and their families. In 2020, due to 
COVID-19, Karina and her team shifted the strategy to work directly with partners and 
schools and distribute 15,000 backpacks. In 2020, KBP also started a Holiday program 
adopting families and kids and provided gifts to 1000 children to bring joy during the 
holiday season! Karina received the Outstanding Youth Award at the Association of  
Fundraising Professionals’ (AFP) National Philanthropy Day event in 2020 for her work. In 
2021, Karina continued her efforts and helped provide 15,000 backpacks to students 
throughout Orange and Los Angeles counties and partnered with like minded organizations 
to grow the project.

Karina created a backpack drive for Illumination Foundation this school year and delivered 
250 backpacks to ensure the vulnerable children in our programs started the school year on 
the right foot.

Karina is currently a junior in high school. She has a passion for dancing, spending time with 
family, and cooking with her mother. She is applying for colleges with the hope of  attending 
college in New York in the future.

This event is also our chance to recognize women who are making a difference 
in our community and within Illumination Foundation. 

We are proud to announce our Community Honoree:

COMMUNITY HONOREE
W O M E N ’ S  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  L U N C H E O N Click here for 

sponsorships 
and tickets.

https://givebutter.com/IFLuncheon


T R A C Y  B R E N N A N

Illumination Foundation is pleased to announce a very special guest speaker whose 
success has been built upon self-reliance, hard work, commitment and never giving 

up, all while giving back to the community. We are honored to welcome Hollywood 
Motion Picture Talent Agent, Tracy Brennan as our guest speaker.

Tracy Brennan is a Motion Picture Talent Agent at 
leading entertainment and sports agency Creative 
Artists Agency (CAA).  Brennan works in the Los Angeles 
office and represents many of  the world’s leading actors, 
including Zoey Deutch, Miles Teller, Anya Taylor-Joy, 
Isabela Merced, Ana de Armas, Rosario Dawson, Sophie 
Turner, Camila Mendes, Yara Shahidi, Madison Bailey, 
Chrissy Metz, Norman Reedus, Nathan Fillion, David 
Boreanaz, Alexander Skarsgård, Shamier Anderson,               
Martin Freeman, Andrea Riseborough, Demián Bichir, 
Aaron Eckhart, Don Johnson, Vera Farmiga, Jenna 
Ortega, Vanessa Hudgens, Freya Allan, and Kerry 
Washington, among others.

Brennan began her career in 1991 as an Assistant at ICM 
and was promoted in 1994 to Agent.  Brennan joined CAA in 2003 and served as co-head of  
the agency’s Motion Picture Talent department for five years.

Brennan was born and raised in Huntington Beach, California.  She attended the University 
of  California, Los Angeles, where she received a B.A. in communication studies and 
graduated with honors.

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
W O M E N ’ S  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  L U N C H E O N Click here for 

sponsorships 
and tickets.

https://givebutter.com/IFLuncheon

